
What is a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
  

     The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.   If you are asking, “What does that 
mean?”  You would be in good company.  Although this mission statement is 
precise in what it sets out to accomplish, if no one understands what the 
mission is for the church then it will never be effective. 
     Let’s look at what is a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The term disciple has taken 
on several meanings over the centuries from simply a student or learner to 
one who adheres to the teachings of someone else.  These two definitions go 
from simple to complex.  A student or learner is one who listens, understands, 
and adds to their knowledge base.  One who adheres to the teachings of 
someone else is one who applies what they have learned and then lives a life 
that demonstrates those teachings.   
     For our purposes, I would suggest the following definition of a disciple of 
Jesus Christ as "…a life that is completely centered in loving God and loving 
others, a life in which the love of God that became flesh in Jesus becomes flesh in 
us".  What does that mean?  It means that if you are a disciple of Jesus Christ, you 
make your life about becoming Christ-like in every way by applying not just the 
teachings of Jesus which are found in both the First and Second Testaments of the 
Bible but also living to love as Christ loved.  We call that going on to perfection.  To 
grow in our faith and connections to God is to love perfectly.  This usually takes a 
lifetime of intentional living.  Our goal then is to be “one in Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to the whole world…” 
     To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is difficult without help.  Help comes to all of us in 
the form of community.  A community of believers we call Church is formed so that 
we can grow in our faith, share our witness, and be supported in difficult times.  
There is a lot more to the nature of Christ’s Church than I just listed but I think you 
will get the point.  If we consider the mission statement again.  Our mission…is to 
help people live a life that is completely centered in loving God and loving others by 
teaching, demonstrating, applying, encouraging, etc…people to live a life that 
because of a growing relationship with God they change their ways of living and 
being to resemble in thought, action, and purpose the life of Jesus more and more 
over time.  This life-long journey has a goal of loving as Christ loves.  We are to 
journey in our faith, hope and love to be perfect in love as Christ is perfect in love. 
We grow in our likeness of Christ which ultimately will transform the world. 

How do we do that???? 
     We accomplish this by following something called a Discipleship Pathway.  
Think of it as a training program with a lifetime commitment.   It might sound 
difficult but, it is very easy to understand and difficult to apply.  For example, 
to love God and to love our neighbor is easy to understand but how do we do 
it consistently?  That is where the church community comes in and assists.  
We teach, learn, apply, and repeat. As in life, some of us will grow faster than 
others of us.       Continued on page 2 
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AUG Liturgist Acolytes 

7th Deb Beehler Carl & Jane Lechlitner 
14th LuAnn Pontius Marcia & Marta Clark 
21st LuAnn Pontius  
28th  LuAnn Pontius  

Ushers:  Jim Angel, Jeff Clark, Tom Cook and Gail Greenlee

AUGUST

Attention One and All!  Church “Garage” 
It is time for some much needed sorting and cleaning 
out of the church.  We are placing many items in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please look them over to see if 
want to take them home with you!  Otherwise, we will 
include them in our sale on August 26th & 27th

Likewise, if you would like to donate items for the 
sale, we will accept them closer to the time of the 
sale.   
                  Thank You!  Lana Berg and Becky Buss
 

United Methodist Men’s 
Chicken BBQ fundraiser 

August 27th 
9-12 at Smith’s Food Mart 

Half Chicken $8.00 
Pork Chop    $8.00 
Pit-A-Toes    $4.00 

Continued from page 1
will experience joy.  You may be wondering about the details.  As in any 
program, we have an outline that is followed.  Unlike any program, once 
a skill is taught and learned it does not always mean that a human 
being will change their way of living.
quickly.  We will need to practice.  We can teach about the Good 
Samaritan, and we can give all kinds of examples but if we do not make 
it a part of who we are, we will be more like the Priest and Levite than 
the Samaritan.  I 
repeat back everything that was taught down to every detail.  They had 
an incredible memory and knowledge base.  However, when it came 
time to apply what they had been taught they would fail completely.  
They 
because the material was not a part of who they were as human 
beings.  They lacked heart knowledge.
     Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is about heart knowledge as well as 
head knowledge.  O
grow in our faith when we practice heart knowledge (Acts of Piety and 
Acts of Mercy).  We cannot fully engage the world without our head 
knowledge (Bible Study, Group Studies, Individual Study, etc) informin
our heart knowledge.  It takes both.  If you have any questions about 
being a disciple of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, 
please ask.  If you would like to explore more of your faith and follow a 
discipleship pathway, please let know.
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“Garage” Sale 
It is time for some much needed sorting and cleaning 

We are placing many items in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Please look them over to see if you 

Otherwise, we will 
th.  

Likewise, if you would like to donate items for the 
sale, we will accept them closer to the time of the 

Thank You!  Lana Berg and Becky Buss 

Bible Studies 
We are still meeting on Monday mornings at 9:30
downstairs.   We are studying John and 
our time getting through it.  So, you are welcome to 
join at any time. 
Tuesday Pastor Ed leads a bible study at Brentwood 
on Bristol Street.  They begin at 10:00 a
where Linda Squibb lives.)  They are studying 
Aliens & Big Foot.  You are welcome to join 

Continued from page 1    Some will experience frustration while 
will experience joy.  You may be wondering about the details.  As in any 
program, we have an outline that is followed.  Unlike any program, once 
a skill is taught and learned it does not always mean that a human 
being will change their way of living.  Human beings do not change 
quickly.  We will need to practice.  We can teach about the Good 
Samaritan, and we can give all kinds of examples but if we do not make 
it a part of who we are, we will be more like the Priest and Levite than 
the Samaritan.  I have known excellent students who were able to 
repeat back everything that was taught down to every detail.  They had 
an incredible memory and knowledge base.  However, when it came 
time to apply what they had been taught they would fail completely.  
They failed not because they did not know the material.  They failed 
because the material was not a part of who they were as human 
beings.  They lacked heart knowledge. 

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is about heart knowledge as well as 
head knowledge.  Our theology is based upon this very concept.  We 
grow in our faith when we practice heart knowledge (Acts of Piety and 
Acts of Mercy).  We cannot fully engage the world without our head 
knowledge (Bible Study, Group Studies, Individual Study, etc) informin
our heart knowledge.  It takes both.  If you have any questions about 
being a disciple of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, 
please ask.  If you would like to explore more of your faith and follow a 
discipleship pathway, please let know. 

Peace, 
Pastor Ed  

Fellowship Time 
Helpers 

Kathy Moyer 
Marta & Marcia  
Keith & Lana 
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MISSIONS 
Loose Coin Offerings: July Loose Coin will go to 
LoveWay.  You may donate anytime this month. . 
LoveWay works on “Enhancing the lives of individuals 
with special needs through comprehensive 
therapeutic equestrian services.”    In her book, 
“Dancing in the Wind”, Sandy (Weatherwax, co-
founder of LoveWay) states, “Walking up the hill to 
the LoveWay fields and arena, you know God is 
there. To participate in the miracles of challenged 
riders and faithful steeds, you know God is there”. 
He is still here and more than 40 years later. 
LoveWay continues its mission with the help of more 
than 160 volunteers serving more than 300 riders 
each year.  In total, more than 9,500 volunteer hours 
are given by this amazing community to assist 
individuals with special needs.   Thank You for your 
generosity.     

CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICES 
August giving; Canned meats, baked beans, protein 
items.  Time to get children ready to study at school. 
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FRIENDS 
Pick out the two friends in each set of names.   

In the blanks, write the names of the persons who were not friends.  

1.  David, Judah, Jonathan 1 Samuel 18: 1 

2.  Jonah, Pharaoh, Joseph Genesis 41: 42 

3.  Shadrach, Darius, Meshach Daniel 3: 14 

4.  Abel, Joshua, Caleb Numbers 14: 30 

5.  Barnabas, Paul, Caesar Acts 12: 25 

6.  Elijah, Elisha, Shem 2 Kings 2: 8-9 

7.   Noah, Samuel, Eli 1 Samuel 3: 4-5 

8.  Elias, Silas, Paul Acts 15: 40 

9.   Job, Issachar, Eliphaz Job 4: 1 

10.  Bartholomew, Agrippa, Philip Matthew 10: 3 

11.   Peter, James, Joseph Acts 1: 13 
 
    
 NAME 

Return Quiz August 25th  

 Answers for “ELISHA”:  1. Salt 2. Elijah, 3. Raising, 4. Gehazi, 5. Naaman, 6. Iron axe head, 7. Lepers, 8. Chariot, 9. Bows 
& arrows, 10. Horses, 11. Wash, 12. Multiplying her oil, 13. Valley full of ditches.  Those persons challenging themselves:   
Jim Angel, Lana Berg, Marcia Clark, Marta Clark, Doug Cook, Arletah Hochstetler and Jane Lechlitner.  

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
August 7th  at 7:00 a.m. 

 
COMMUNITY CARRY-IN LUNCHEON 

(FORMERLY Senior's Lunch) 
 Tuesday  August 2nd at Noon 

Invite your neighbors and friends to join us. 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
We will have various activities during the summer 

months.  Join us for our summer activities in place of 
regular meetings.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

 
TRUSTEES 

Ongoing projects:  Fan install at parsonage, 
emergency lighting at the church, sound system, 
website. 
Parsonage Guttering:  Getting quotes to solve 
overflowing problems.  
Sink hole:  in front of the parsonage.  County has said 
it’s our responsibility to fix. 

http://www.Jamestownumc.org
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