JAMESTOWN TODAY
Jamestown
United Methodist Church
Building Bridges To The
Families Of Our Community!

DECEMBER 2020
Volume 1 Issue 12

Inside this issue:
Birthdays &
Announcements

Page 2

Missions

Page 2

Calendar

Page 4

Committee Reports
& Quiz

Page 5

CHURCH STAFF
· Steve Loft
Pastor
· Steve Allen
Choir Director
Music Director
· Pam Allen
Organist
· Sharon Shinn
Administrative
Assistant
· Geri Angel
Custodian
· Josh Goodman
Youth Ministry
Director

Let Earth Receive Her King
I recently saw a video in which a pastor was introducing his theme for
Advent and Christmas. I was surprised to hear that they were using a
theme that came from a familiar Christmas carol. It surprised me
because that is similar to what we will be doing. That other church will be
using multiple carols for Sunday themes leading up to Christmas. Our
theme comes from one line of a single song, “Let Earth Receive Her
King.” It is the third phrase of “Joy to the World.”
Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her king…
Let Earth Receive Her King! It is a great sentiment. But more than that, it
is a great hope, that all of the people of the earth would receive their King,
the King of kings and Lord of lords – King Jesus! So, let’s lead the way
by opening our heart’s door to receive our King.
Let’s Open Our Heart’s Door:
To God’s Plans for Us (11/29/2020)
To Friends and Strangers (12/6/2020)
To Silence and Song (12/13/2020)
To Divine Encounters (12/20/2020)
To God’s Love for Us (12/24/2020)
…and To New Opportunities (12/27/2020)
Let’s Open Our Heart’s Door to Receive our King – Jesus!
If there ever was a time to receive and welcome Jesus into the world, it is
now!
9

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into
the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He
came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John
1:9-13)

Oh, let earth receive her King!
Let’s make that the capstone of our prayer this Christmas season.
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“Bless us, Lord, this Christmas, with
quietness of mind; teach us to be patient
and always to be kind.”
—Helen Steiner Rice

Faith Mission brought boxes for their
winter collection of outerwear. If you have
any gently used Coats, Hats or Gloves you
are no longer using, please bring them into
the church. These may be any size and be
for Adults or Children. Thank You.
Reason Enough to Act is another
organization we hear from regularly. They
have constant prayer needs: For hearts to
be open and lives changed for Jesus
through the Christmas packet we take
clients through
Pray for more men and couples to come
for Coaching appointments.
Praise the Lord for clients who have
been consistent with appointments and
homework tasks.
Pray for clients to keep their hearts open
to the Lord. It may be that the anticipation
of holidays will soften some of them.
Thank you so much for praying for us
and those we serve. God gives us strength
every day and lives are being transformed
because you're choosing to pray.

Mission Giving Opportunities especially in December
At this time of year we can find many areas of need in our
community and beyond. If you are like many of us, you find it
overwhelming and hard to decide who to help. It is hard to
choose to whom and how much we as individuals can give.
Here are a few things you might consider.
1. Baugo Christmas baskets
a. Monetary donations to help purchase Hams that will
go to several families in our community.
b. Help purchase gifts for our 2 families. There are 9
children total. See other information from Jackie
Ullery for details.
c. Food Drive - Creative Homemakers are sponsoring a
food drive to go with the Baugo food drive at our area
schools and would love anyone’s help in bringing
items to the church.
2. Bishop’s Christmas offering for the Children
The Bishop’s Christmas Offering for Children is collected
each year by participating Indiana churches. This annual
offering seeks to strengthen ministries around the world
by providing financial support in their efforts to reach out
to and improve the lives of young people.
Funds raised through the Bishop’s Christmas
Offering will go toward the following ministry
opportunities:
· The Indiana Conference Camping program will receive
20 percent to go to first-time campers and children in
need;
· The three Indiana United Methodist-related children and
youth homes will receive 20 percent;
· United Methodist Advance Projects (national and global)
will receive 20 percent;
· Bishop’s fund for emergency children’s projects and the
promotion of this offering will receive 20 percent
· Local outreach projects will receive 20 percent
We know there are a lot of us on strict budgets, lost income, etc.
We are not asking you to give to any or all of these worthy
causes. We are trying to help you make a more informed
decision. Prayerfully consider to whom, how much or if you can
give to any of these mission projects.

PLACES
Where are the following biblical places located today? Use a world atlas and Bible maps to match the biblical
place in the left column with the modern location in the right column.
1.

Antioch of Pisidia

a. Asia

2.

Bethlehem

b. Turkey

3.

Rome

c. Syria

4.

Damascus

d. Jordan

5.

Jerusalem

e. Greece

6.

Macedonia

f.

7.

Ur

g. Israel & Jordan

8.

Thessalonica

h. Iraq

9.

Goshen

i.

Italy

10.

Ephesus

j.

Egypt

Yugoslavia & Greece

NAME
Return Quiz December 20th
Answers for “FOLLOWERS”: 1. C, 2. E, 3. I, 4. F, 5. J, 6. H, 7. A, 8. D, 9. B, 10.G. Those that were up for the challenge:
Jim Angel, Lana Berg, Marcia Clark, Marta Clark, & Jane Lechlitner.

TRUSTEES November Report
Met via Zoom November 19th
Restroom remodel: Discussed a small “cover-up”
in the Ladies restroom on the stall paneling.
2021 Budget: Discussed the following budget items
and made decisions as stated.
Trustees Misc Maintenance Expense
Custodial Supplies Expense

$

800

Church Building Expense

$

4900

Church Grounds Expense

$

6000

Church Equipment Expense

$

1000

Parsonage Building Expense

$

2200

Parsonage Grounds Expense

$

3000

Parsonage Equipment Expense

$

500

Teen Center Building Expense

0

Teen Center Grounds Expense

0

Total Trustees Maintenance

$ 18,400

Next Trustee meeting December 17th at 7:00 pm
Senior Citizen’s Carry-In Luncheon
We hope to begin meeting in February 2021.

MISSIONS
Loose Coin Offerings: Our December collection
will go to help purchase meat items for our Christmas
Basket families. Last month our collection of $64.90
went to C.R.O.P. of Elkhart County. Thank You.
Baugo Food Drive: Help the Creative
Homemakers collect food for the Baugo food drive.
With school not in session in our Baugo Community,
the normal food collection may be low. A drop off
box is set up near the church entrances.
Firefighter's Dinner: Don’t forget to sign up to
provide dinner for our firefighters following their
training sessions. Last one of 2020 is December 7th.
A Fresh Look
Just when everything is bearing down on us to such an
extent that we can scarcely withstand it, the Christmas
message comes to tell us that all our ideas are wrong, and
that what we take to be evil and dark is really good and
light because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault,
that is all. God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in
darkness, succor in abandonment. No evil can befall us;
whatever men may do to us, they cannot but serve the
God who is secretly revealed as love and rules the world
and our lives. —Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger
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7:00 pm Nominations & Leadership
7:00 pm Trustees
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The true light that
enlightens every man was
coming into the world.
John 1: 9
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