
How do we live out our call to be disciples of Jesus Christ?  What does 
a life with love of God and neighbor at the center of our very being look like?  
As United Methodists, we believe in a life that incorporates both personal 
piety and social mercy.  We grow in our faith and our walks with God by 
practicing individually and we grow in our faith and walks by showing our love 
of neighbor in real and meaningful ways.  Throughout this month we will be 
continuing our journey of discovery in learning about who we are and how our 
unique ways of loving God and neighbor form and shape who we are.   

I asked someone recently if they were familiar with the social principles 
or social creed of the United Methodist Church?  I saw a puzzled look.  I 
thought I would begin to share what we profess that we believe as it is printed 
in our Book of Discipline.  I copied the preamble of the Social Principles 
below: 

 
“We, the people called United Methodists, affirm our faith in God 
our Creator and Father, in Jesus Christ our Savior, and in the 
Holy Spirit, our Guide and Guard. We acknowledge our 
complete dependence upon God in birth, in life, in death, and in 
life eternal. Secure in God’s love, we affirm the goodness of life 
and confess our many sins against God’s will for us as we find it 
in Jesus Christ. We have not always been faithful stewards of all 
that has been committed to us by God the Creator. We have 
been reluctant followers of Jesus Christ in his mission to bring 
all persons into a community of love. Though called by the Holy 
Spirit to become new creatures in Christ, we have resisted the 
further call to become the people of God in our dealings with 
each other and the earth on which we live. We affirm our unity in 
Jesus Christ while acknowledging differences in applying our 
faith in different cultural contexts as we live out the gospel.  We 
stand united in declaring our faith that God's grace is available 
to all, that nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. Grateful for God’s forgiving love, in which we live 
and by which we are judged and affirming our belief in the 
inestimable worth of each individual, we renew our commitment 
to become faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to the ends 
of earth, but also to the depths of our common life and work.” 
Para. 160 BOD 2016 

 
Please note that our grounding is in love and not fear.  I mention this 

only to emphasis that we are people of love and not a people of fear.  We 
forget who we are from time to time. 
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JULY Liturgist Acolytes

3 LuAnn Pontius Irene Cook & Judy Walther
10 LuAnn Pontius Jon & Tami Pyfer 
17 Caleb Koets Steve & Roberta Mann
24 Jeff Clark Dave & LuAnn Pontius
31 Jeff Clark Mark & Angela Cook

Ushers:  Mark Cook, Jim Starkey, Keith & Lana Berg, LeRoy Schrock, Maria Moleski & Carl Lechlitner

Attention One and All! 
It is time for some much needed sorting and 
cleaning out of the church.  If you have items here 
that you would like to reclaim, please feel free to 
take them home.  Otherwise, we will include them in 
a sale at the end of summer,(end of August).  
Likewise, if you would like to donate items for the 
sale, we will accept them closer to the time of the 
sale.   
                  Thank You!  Lana Berg and Becky Buss
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Continued 
In the present time, our need to share our witness of the love of 
Jesus Christ made real in our lives is critical to the health and 
wholeness of all of God’s children
would anyone care to listen to us?  We live during a
in this country.  We are always fighting about something, or so it 
seems.  Unfortunately, we get caught up in these nonsense 
debates while the world becomes even more polarized, more 
isolated and lost.  

though we are flawed, we still see everyone as children of God 
and that grace is available to all.  Again and again, we are all 
about love.  Hatred, anger, fear, defensiveness, and many other 
emotions p
from the world than to be a part of the world working against the 
forces that steal hope.  We have many statements on social 
principles regarding the Natural World, the Nurturing Community, 
the Socia
Community and the World Community.
questions regarding our social principles, please ask! 

Fellowship Time 
There is a sign up sheet on 
the bulletin board in the hall.  
We need you to help with 
setting up and cleaning up 
refreshments.  For more 
information, see Becky Buss 
or Ray Hochstetler.   
Thank you for helping. 
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Bible Studies 
We are still meeting on Monday mornings 
downstairs.   We are studying John and 
our time getting through it.  So, you are welcome to 
join at any time. 
Tuesday Pastor Ed leads a bible study at Brentwood 
on Bristol Street.  They begin at 10:00 a
where Linda Squibb lives.)  They are studying 
Revelations.  You are welcome to join 
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In the present time, our need to share our witness of the love of 
Jesus Christ made real in our lives is critical to the health and 
wholeness of all of God’s children. Without our witness, why 
would anyone care to listen to us?  We live during a
in this country.  We are always fighting about something, or so it 
seems.  Unfortunately, we get caught up in these nonsense 
debates while the world becomes even more polarized, more 
isolated and lost.   

As you can read in our preamble, we declare that even 
though we are flawed, we still see everyone as children of God 
and that grace is available to all.  Again and again, we are all 
about love.  Hatred, anger, fear, defensiveness, and many other 
emotions prevent us from embracing love.  It is far easier to hide 
from the world than to be a part of the world working against the 
forces that steal hope.  We have many statements on social 
principles regarding the Natural World, the Nurturing Community, 
the Social Community, the Economic Community, the Political 
Community and the World Community.  If you have any 
questions regarding our social principles, please ask! 

Pastor Ed  
Community Carry-In Lunch
formerly known as Senior Lunch.
Please join us for food & fellowship.
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MISSIONS 
Loose Coin Offerings: July Loose Coin will go to 
Women’s SPA Ministry.  You may donate anytime 
this month.  Thank You for your generosity.  At SPA 
we are concerned with heart change, not just 
behavior modification.   We believe that true change 
is a process and requires a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. That’s why we offer a 12-month, 24/7 
supervised, Christ-centered, residential treatment 
program that is based on God’s Word, the Bible.  We 
provide services to women 18 and older who are 
impacted by painful life experiences and destructive 
behaviors such as drug and alcohol addiction, 
domestic violence, and sexual assault. We provide 
both Bible-based studies and discipleship activities, 
as well as practical life-skills to help women 
experience freedom in Christ while learning to live 
godly and productive lives. While SPA provides all 
program services free of charge to residents, there is 
a charge for room and board.   
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ELISHA 
Elisha was a faithful follower of Elijah.  Fill in the blanks with the proper fact about Elisha.  

1. Elisha healed the waters of Jericho by putting ____________into the spring. 2 Kings 2: 21 

2. The sons of the prophets of Jericho declared about Elisha:  “The spirit of 
______________doth rest upon Elisha”. 2 Kings 2: 15 

3. Elisha helped the widow of Shunem by _____________ her son from the dead. 2 Kings 4: 18-37 

4. Elisha’s servant was ______________.  2 Kings 4:12 

5. _______________ heard about Elisha through a slave girl. 2 Kings 5: 1-14 

6. Elisha caused an ______________to float on water. 2 Kings 6: 5-6 

7.  ______________ brought good tidings to the famished city of Samaria. 2 Kings 7: 3-11 

8. At Elisha’s death, Joash said, “O my father, my father, the _____________of Israel 
and the horsemen thereof”. 2 Kings 13: 14 

9.  Elisha used a ___________ and ____________ to predict the destruction of Syria. 2 Kings 13: 15 

10. When Elisha prayed, God opened the eyes of his servant, and he saw a mountain 
full of ________________ and chariots. 2 Kings 6: 17 

11.  Elisha told Naaman to __________in Jordan 7 times and leprosy would leave him. 2 Kings 5: 10 

12. Elisha helped a widow save her two sons by ________________. 2 Kings 4: 1-7 

13.  Elisha prayed for a _________________ to relieve the drought. 2 Kings 3: 9-16 
 
    NAME 

Return Quiz July 24th  

 Answers for “ELIJAH”:  1. Ravens, 2. A widow, 3. Meal and oil, 4. Three, 5. Twelve, 6. Three, 7. Prayed, 8. Let him die,     
9. A still small voice, 10. Fire, 11. Mantle, 12. Wilderness, 13. Whirlwind, 14. Rise & eat, 15. 7,000.  Those persons 
challenging themselves:   Jim Angel, Marcia Clark, Marta Clark and Jane Lechlitner.  

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
July 3rd at 7:00 a.m. 

 
COMMUNITY CARRY-IN LUNCHEON 

(FORMERLY Senior's Lunch) 
 Tuesday  July 5th at Noon 

Invite your neighbors and friends to join us. 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
We will have various activities during the summer 

months.  Join us for our summer activities in place of 
regular meetings.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

 
The Missions Committee says, “Thank You” for 
your faithfulness in signing up for our ministries:  
Feed the Firemen:   We only need dessert for the 
Firemen on the 1st Monday of each month. 
Susanna’s Kitchen:  They are still located at the 
Knight’s of Columbus on Lexington Ave.  Volunteers 
should arrive by 10:30 a.m., enter at the back of the 
building, ring white door bell if the door is locked, go 
down to the basement.  Thank you for volunteering! 
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