
Do You Want to Be Made Well? 
 In the Gospel of John, we find in Chapter 5, an instance of a person trapped 
and enslaved by unhealthy thinking which has led to being stuck in an unhealthy 
life. 
 
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now 
in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, 
which has five porticoes.  In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him 
lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you 
want to be made well?”  The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, 
someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your 
mat and walk.”  At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 
began to walk.  Now that day was a Sabbath. (John 5:1-9, NRSV) 
 
 How do we know this is unhealthy thinking/living?  The man, we are told, has 
been sick for nearly 4 decades.  This means that his healing is right beside him.  
Jesus sees this situation and is stunned. When he asks whether this man wants 
to be made well, he is truly wanting to understand why this man is still sick.  Once 
he is healed, we learn that the crowds reject him and the miracle, in favor of 
being critical of Jesus for healing on the sabbath. What can we take away from 
this?  The sick man on the mat used the excuse that someone always cut in line 
and prevented him from going into the water to be made well.  Perhaps, this is 
what happened the first time or maybe the second time, he tried to get into the 
water.  He stopped trying and resolved himself to always being sick.  Why? 
 When people get stuck, they have a difficult time seeing it at first.  They 
convince themselves that it is better live into what we know versus what we do 
not know.  The sickness this man has is learned helplessness and the 
complacency that accompanies it. This process is insidious and takes life away 
from us.  Jesus restored the image of God upon this child of God and 
immediately he got up and left.  The same thing can happen for us.  Are you 
feeling stuck?  Is life not fulfilling or is it just too hard?  This is where the body of 
Christ, the church, comes in and breathes life into those who are broken, hurt, 
sick, and paralyzed by fear or doubt.  As the body of Christ, we are called to go 
forth and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 However, if we, as the body of Christ, are unwilling or unable to make disciples 
what are we to do?  Our purpose is clear.  We are to go forth (leave the building) 
and make (help, teach, love people) disciples (those who follows the Risen 
Savior – Jesus the Christ) of Jesus Christ (teach, demonstrate, live out a Christ-
like life) for the transformation (the reign of God is upon us as a present reality 
but not yet completely realized) of the world (all of creation – that means 
everything – no exceptions). 
 I was taught a long time ago that if you really wanted something and just did not 
do what was necessary to have it;           continued page 2 
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JUNE Liturgist Acolytes

5th   Jill & Jake Biller
12th   Randy & Gail Greenlee
19th   Nate & Caleb Koets
26th   Keith & Lana Berg

Usher's:  Randy Beehler, Mark Campbell, Marcia

continued from page 1:
Are we willing to be put forth the effort to make disciples or not?  
Another way of explaining it is, “If we close our doors tomorrow, who will 
miss us?”  If only those who are already a part of body of 
only answer, then we ha
the means of healing but there is always someone else who cuts in line.  
We desire wholeness just so long as it does not inconvenience us.  This 
may sound a bit harsh.  It’s t
world as makers of disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.  It is time to be the children of God that God knows we can 
be. 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it. (John 14:

 
Luminaries for RELAY FOR LIFE 

If you would like to decorate a luminary bag to 
help line the way for the Relay for Life, the bags 
are in the church office.  Relay for Life 
Remembers our loved ones that have passed
away because of cancer; Honors those that are 
going through cancer.  You can put your loved 
one’s name on the bag or decorate it anyway 
you wish.  It is suggested you use waterproof 
markers or crayons in case of rain.  That way 
the message won’t run and fade away.  This 
will take place at the St. Joe County 
Fairgrounds, around the track.  You have until 
                   June 10th to complete one and 
                   bring it back to the church.   
                   Kathy Hinegardner will then pick
                   them up and take them to the 
                   event. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 
Mark & Robin Wrathell 1987 
Ed & Patty Fisher   
Steve & Pam Allen 1975 
Roger & Kim Stoops 1979 

Acolytes Children's  
Message 

Children’s 
Church

Jill & Jake Biller Pastor Ed LuAnn Pontius
Randy & Gail Greenlee Steve Allen LuAnn Pontius
Nate & Caleb Koets Rita Peat LuAnn Pontius
Keith & Lana Berg            ? ? LuAnn Pontius

Randy Beehler, Mark Campbell, Marcia Cook & Dave Pontius 
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world as makers of disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
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Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it. (John 14:12-14, NRSV)  
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I wanted to thank you, the Missions Committee, and 
your congregation for thinking of Habitat
"loose coin"!  We are currently building homes for 3 
families in Elkhart.  You can learn more about these on 
facebook.  If you're ever interested in a hands
volunteer opportunity, I'd like to invite you to contact us 
and get a group to our construction sites.  It's a 
fantastic way to see the impact your support has on 
these families.  You can give us a call at 574
6109.  Thank you again for the generosity of your 
church!  It's with support like yours that we're able to 
further our mission.    Thank you again for the 
generosity of your church!  It's with support like yours 
that we're able to further our mission.  Courtney
Dobrzykowski, Community Development Specialist
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Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
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MISSIONS 
Loose Coin Offerings: June Loose Coin will go to 
Vacation Bible School.  You may donate anytime this 
month.  Simply write a separate check or cash and 
mark it “loose coin”.    Thank You for your generosity.  
VBS is always a good outreach tool.  And is good 
education for our community children and their 
parents.  It helps others to become familiar with our 
church.  May's Loose Coin went to Women's Shelter, 
$79.01.  The Missions Committee says, “Thank 
You” for your faithfulness in signing up for our 
ministries:  Feed the Firemen and Susanna’s 
Kitchen!  We only need dessert for the Firemen.   

 
 

"The fact that I can plant a seed and it becomes a 
flower, share a bit of knowledge and it becomes 
another's, smile at someone and receive a smile in 
return, are to me continual spiritual exercises." 
   --Leo Buscaglia 
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ELIJAH 
"The fiery prophet" Elijah was a unique person.  Fill in the blanks with the proper fact about Elijah's life.  

1. God sent ____________ to care for Elijah by the brook. 1 Kings 17: 4 

2. In the town of Zarephath _____________ gave Elijah food to eat. 1 Kings 17: 9 

3. God gave the woman _____________ until it started raining again. 1 Kings 17: 14 

4. Israel had been without rain ______ years when Elijah went back to see Ahab. 1 Kings 18: 1 

5. Elijah used ____________ stones for the altar he built. 1 Kings 18: 31 

6. Elijah told the people to fill the barrels with water ____________ times. 1 Kings 18: 34 

7.  Elijah ____________ when the altar was ready. 1 Kings 18: 36-37 

8. After Elijah sat down under the juniper tree, he asked the Lord to __________. 1 Kings 19: 4 

9.  God spoke to Elijah on Mount Horeb by ______________.  1 Kings 19: 12 

10. Elijah called _____________ from God to kill 102 men. 2 Kings 1: 9-12 

11.  Elijah parted water with his ______________. 2 Kings 2: 6-8 

12. Elijah fled to the _____________ to escape Queen Jezebel. 1 Kings 19: 34 

13.  Elijah was taken up to heaven in a _____________. 2 Kings 2: 11 

14.  Elijah sat under a juniper tree and prayed; an angel told him to ___________ . 1 Kings 19: 4-8 

15. God told Elijah _____________ people had not bowed to Baal. 1 Kings 19: 18 
 
    NAME 

Return Quiz June 22nd  

 Answers for “SCROUNDELS”:  1. F, 2. G, 3. E, 4. H, 5. D, 6. I, 7. C, 8. J, 9. A, 10. K, 11.B.  Those persons challenging 
themselves:   Jim Angel, Lana Berg, Marcia Clark, Marta Clark, Doug Cook, Arletah Hochstetler and Jane Lechlitner.  

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
June 5th at 7:00 a.m. 

COMMUNITY CARRY-IN LUNCHEON 
(FORMERLY Senior's Lunch) 
Noon, Tuesday  June 7th  

Invite your neighbors and friends to join us. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
We will have various activities during the summer 

months.  Join us for our summer activities in place of 
regular meetings.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

TRUSTEES 
Teen Center will be cleaned out.  Items to be offered 
to members; dumpster; local collector 
Grant; Pastor Ed said we will be receiving a $25k 
grant from the Lilly Foundation to be used in specific 
ways 
Elevator fixed, waiting on permit 
Sound system; looking at needs for streaming 
efficiently.  
APlace4all.org; Gail is working on this new website to 
merge with current JUMC info 
 

http://www.Jamestownumc.org
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