
Change and Transition 
At the end of the Gospel of John, Jesus states, “Follow Me”.  Peter and 

Jesus had just finished having a conversation that not only restores Peter but 
challenges him to change.  He is being asked to become the leader of the 
new church that Jesus is going to leave behind.  Not just one place but to lead 
and tend all who profess Jesus as Savior.  At first, he just does not get it but 
not to worry, Peter will have help.  The Gospel is giving us, the reader, the 
invitation to change as well. 

William Bridges, who focused a good part of his life and career on 
change and transitions, wrote the following: 

“It is a paradox: to achieve continuity, we have to be willing to change.  Change is, in 
fact, the only way to protect whatever exists, for without continuous readjustment the 
present cannot continue…The refusal to change will not guarantee that whatever we 
care about stays the same. It only assures that whatever we care about has been 
deprived of the very thing it needs in order to survive.” (the way of transition-
embracing life’s most difficult moments) 

It is an excellent book, and I would recommend it to everyone.  (We could 
also make it a group study) 
 If we look, the world is continuously in a process of change. We see 
God constantly in a creative process around us. For example, it wasn’t that 
long ago the grass was not bright green, leaves hadn’t started to come, and 
no flowering plants could be found outside. 
 In John’s Gospel after the resurrection, Peter returned to what he knew 
– fishing. I have often wondered what would have happened if Jesus had not 
told them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat?  Would they still be 
out there looking for fish?  Habits are hard to change, and Peter was full of 
them.  Jesus prepares him throughout the Gospel, but it is at the very end of 
the Gospel that Jesus gives Peter his commission.  Jesus recognizes that 
Peter will be a work-in-progress and gives him his instructions three times.  
He will get there eventually but not that day.  In fact, Jesus must tell him to 
follow him.  We find Peter distracted by others behind him and not paying 
attention.  Jesus loved him greatly.  It is not merely a change that Jesus is 
asking from him but to transition to a new way of being.  He is to grow from 
being Simon the fisherman to Peter the rock on which the church is built.  
That is not going to be easy, but it is vital if the church is to survive and 
ultimately flourish. 

Jesus loves us greatly as well.  We are like Peter.  We go back to our 
old habits, our old way of being, and our old ways of thinking when we are left 
without guidance. Jesus would call out to us to cast our nets on the other side 
of the boat so that we could focus on Christ.  We, too, are asked to follow.  
We also are asked to not just change for the convenience of the moment but 
to truly transition from being who we were before Christ to who we become 
after Christ.   
                  continued on page 2 
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6 Sharon Hirstein 7 Jordon & Katy 
  Arletah Hochstetler 10 Keith & Lana
7 Deb Scoggins 14 Al & Joan 
8 Brenda Salmander 15 Mark & Carolyn
10 Lucas Larson 19 Jeff & Cheryl
13 Mark Landis 
  Jim Starkey 
  Nila Young 

14 Joan Stealy 
15 Joyce Cook 
19 Josh Clark 
  Kylee Vogel 

24 Cindy Campbell 
26 Clo McIntosh 
  Sally Franklin 

27 Rhonda Clark 
  Ed Raab 

30 Bruce Clark 
  Jon Pyfer 

MAY Liturgist Acolytes

1st Deb Beehler Mark & Carolyn Landis
8th Kristin Farwig Carl & Jane Lechlitner

15th Marcia Clark Roberta Mann & Lana Berg
22nd Kristin Farwig Dave & LuAnn Pontius
29th  Kristin Farwig Steve Squibb & Jeff Clark

Ushers:  Jim Angel, Jeff Clark, Tom Cook & Gail Greenlee

Pastor's Message    
Our faith is not just a mental exercise but a fundamental way 

of ordering our lives so that we can live in a transformed way.  
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.  
surroundings but to transform them.  In order to do that
be transformed first.  We will adapt and alter our lives.  We do so 
not because of sense of desperation but to find life wholly and 
completely.  We are called to follow the Christ to life…life complete 
and eternal.

 

Luminaries for RELAY FOR LIFE 
If you would like to decorate a luminary bag to 
help line the way for the Relay for Life, the bags 
are in the office.  Relay for Life Remembers 
our loved ones that have passed away because 
of cancer; Honors those that are going through 
cancer.  You can put your loved one’s name on 
the bag or decorate it anyway you wish.  It is 
suggested you use waterproof markers or 
crayons in case of rain.  That way the message 
won’t run and fade away.  This will take place 
at the St. Joe County Fairgrounds, around the 
track.  You have until June 10th to complete
                    one and bring it back to the  
  church.  Kathy Hinegardner will 
  then pick them up and take them 
  to the event. 

MAY VOLUNTEERS

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

Jordon & Katy  Patterson 2016 
Keith & Lana Berg 1969 
Al & Joan  Stealy 1957 
Mark & Carolyn Landis 1982 
Jeff & Cheryl Cabanaw 1987 

Acolytes Children's  
Message 

Children’s 
Church

Mark & Carolyn Landis Pastor Ed ? 
Carl & Jane Lechlitner Steve Allen ? 
Roberta Mann & Lana Berg Marta Clark Marcia Clark
Dave & LuAnn Pontius Pam Allen Marcia Clark
Steve Squibb & Jeff Clark ? Marcia Clark

Jim Angel, Jeff Clark, Tom Cook & Gail Greenlee 

Pastor's Message    Continued from page 1 
Our faith is not just a mental exercise but a fundamental way 

of ordering our lives so that we can live in a transformed way.  
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.  We are not content or intent to just change our 
surroundings but to transform them.  In order to do that
be transformed first.  We will adapt and alter our lives.  We do so 
not because of sense of desperation but to find life wholly and 

ely.  We are called to follow the Christ to life…life complete 
and eternal. 

Peace, 
Pastor Ed 

SUSANNA’S KITCHEN
We, JUMC, are in need of someone to 
represent our church on the board of 

Susanna’s Kitchen.  The board meets a
9:00 a.m. on April 29, July 29, Oct
Jan. 27.  They need to retain 15 members 

on the board per their by
Call our office to get set up, 574
McDowell's, staff and patrons,

If you would like to decorate a luminary bag to 
the bags 

emembers  
our loved ones that have passed away because 
of cancer; Honors those that are going through 

.  You can put your loved one’s name on 
It is 

crayons in case of rain.  That way the message 
won’t run and fade away.  This will take place 

County Fairgrounds, around the 
to complete 

 
Kathy Hinegardner will  

take them  

FAMILY DAY LUNCHEON
May 15th at 11:00 a.m.

Join us for a time to celebrate Families and our 
Mother's.  Lunch will be provided.

MAY VOLUNTEERS 
Children’s 

Church 

Marcia Clark 
Marcia Clark 
Marcia Clark 

Our faith is not just a mental exercise but a fundamental way 
of ordering our lives so that we can live in a transformed way.  Our 
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 

We are not content or intent to just change our 
surroundings but to transform them.  In order to do that , we need to 
be transformed first.  We will adapt and alter our lives.  We do so 
not because of sense of desperation but to find life wholly and 

ely.  We are called to follow the Christ to life…life complete 

 
Pastor Ed  

 

SUSANNA’S KITCHEN 
We, JUMC, are in need of someone to  
represent our church on the board of 

Susanna’s Kitchen.  The board meets at   
April 29, July 29, Oct. 28 and  

They need to retain 15 members  
by-laws. 

Call our office to get set up, 574-293-3905. 
and patrons, Thank You! 

FAMILY DAY LUNCHEON 
at 11:00 a.m. 

Join us for a time to celebrate Families and our 
Mother's.  Lunch will be provided. 



MISSIONS 
Loose Coin Offerings: May Loose Coin will go to 
Women's Shelter.  You may donate anytime this 
month.  Simply write a separate check or cash 
and mark it “loose coin”.    Thank You for your 
generosity!  Women's Shelter: The Elkhart County 
Women's Shelter (ECWS) is the only domestic 
violence shelter in Elkhart County. Many shelters also 
provide services such as alcohol and drug rehab 
treatment along with clinics, and best of all supportive 
housing options.   April's Loose Coin went to 
Susanna's Kitchen, $48.10.  The Missions 
Committee says, “Thank You” for your 
faithfulness in signing up for our ministries: 
Feed the Firemen and Susanna’s Kitchen!  We only 
need dessert for the Firemen.  Susanna’s Kitchen is 
currently serving out of the Knights of Columbus 
basement.  112 E. Lexington.  There is parking on the 
east side of the building.  Volunteers should enter at 
the back of building.  There is NO chairlift (about 3 
steps).  They hope to move to a more permanent 
location soon.  
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SCOUNDRELS 
Some people are known for their mean acts.  Match the person with the "mean" act. 

  

1.  Judas Matthew 26: 47-49 a. betrayed Samson 

2.  Demas 2 Timothy 4: 10 b. killed the prophets 

3.  Shimei 2 Samuel 16: 5-6 c. stole birthright 

4.  Balaam 2 Peter 2: 15 d. wasted possessions on riotous living 

5.  Prodigal son Luke 15: 13 e. cursed and threw stones at David 

6.  Ananias Acts 5: 1 f. betrayed Jesus 

7.   Jacob Genesis 27: 18-29 g. forsook Paul 

8.  alexander 2 Timothy 4: 14 h. "loved the wages of unrighteousness" 

9.   Delilah Judges 16: 18-19 i. lied to the Holy Spirit 

10.  Athaliah 2 Kings 11: 1 j. did Paul "much evil" 

11.   Jezebel 1 Kings 18: 13 k. destroyed royal descendants 
 
    
 NAME 

Return Quiz May 22nd  
 Answers for “PRAYERS”:  1. Moses, Moses; 2. Simon; 3. Samuel; 4. Peter; 5. Job; 6. Jesus; 7. Nehemiah; 8. Paul; 9. Paul; 10. Jesus. 
Those persons challenging themselves:   Jim Angel, Lana Berg, Marcia Clark, Marta Clark, Doug Cook, Arletah Hochstetler and Jane 
Lechlitner.  

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 
May 1st at 7:00 a.m. 

 
(SENIOR) ALL PERSONS CARRY-IN LUNCHEON 

Noon, Tuesday the May 3rd 
Invite your neighbors and friends to join us. 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

We will have various activities during the summer months.  
Join us for our summer activities in place of regular 

meetings.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 

TRUSTEES 
Church Rental Fees: Appear in line with area churches. 
Members will have $25.00 refunded.  
Teen Center: Discussed rental agreements for persons 
wishing to store things inside.  
Clean-Up: May 7th 9:00a.m.  List of tasks will be 
available.  
Parking Lot: Expense, Sealing, $8,000; Resurfacing 
$78,000; Tear up/Replace $150,000.  
Defibrillator: Ordering some replacement parts expired 
dates.  
Elevator: State permit needs to be brought up to date  
Sound System: Discussed needs for livestreaming  
Grounds: Talking with Carl L. 

http://www.Jamestownumc.org
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